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CITY ENERGY PROJECT: ADVANCING ENERGY 

EFFICIENCY IN 10 LEADING AMERICAN CITIES
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PROBLEM: U.S. BUILDINGS USE MORE ENERGY THAN 

MOST COUNTRIES IN THE WORLD
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IN CITIES, BUILDINGS CONTRIBUTE ABOUT 50-75% 

OF POLLUTING GHG EMISSIONS
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SOLUTION: ENERGY TRANSPARENCY DRIVES 

EFFICIENCY IN EXISTING BUILDINGS



THERE IS MOMENTUM IN THE MARKET FOR 

BENCHMARKING AND TRANSPARENCY



RAPID INCREASE IN DATA ABOUT BUILDING 

CHARACTERISTICS AND PERFORMANCE
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STANDARD ENERGY EFFICIENCY DATA PLATFORM: 

DOE TOOL FOR BUILDING DATA MANAGEMENT
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ASSESSING SEATTLE’S CITYWIDE INFORMATION



LOOKING AT INDIVIDUAL BUILDINGS IN PHILLY



OPPORTUNITY FOR SYSTEMATIC DATA COLLECTION 

BEYOND BENCHMARKING
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* If a city doesn’t require audits, it could require energy systems data to be collected as part of RCx
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FINAL THOUGHTS

• Building performance, use, and 
efficiency data is expanding rapidly

• Local governments, especially cities, 
are on forefront of data collection

• Opportunity for data-driven program 
design, assessment, and investment 
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